Infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis: contact transmission.
The transmission of Moraxella bovis was studied in calves in the absence of the face fly (Musca autumnalis) or environmental conditions that might insult the eye. Thirty calves were placed in 10 groups of 1 experimentally infected calf and 2 contact calves each. Over 40 days, only 1 eye in 1 contact calf developed clinical infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis. The organism was recovered in only 8 of 20 contact calves, whereas infection and disease occurred in all experimentally infected calves. Transmission of M bovis occurring in the absence of some other intervening factor was probably of minimal importance. Seemingly, herd preventive treatment would be most effective when flies and environmental factors are at a minimum.